
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF TREATIES   

1. NICE AGREEMENT  

The Nice Agreement establishes a classification of goods and services for the purposes of registering  
trademarks and service marks (the Nice Classification). The trademark offices of Contracting States  
must indicate, in official documents and publications in connection with each registration, the numbers  
of the classes of the Classification to which the goods or services for which the mark is registered  
belong.   

2. VIENNA AGREEMENT  

The Vienna Agreement establishes a classification (the Vienna Classification) for marks that consist of,  
or contain, figurative elements. The competent offices of Contracting States must indicate in official  
documents and publications relating to registrations and renewals of marks the numbers of the  
categories, divisions and sections of the Classification to which the figurative elements of those marks  
belong.   

3. TRADEMARK LAW TREATY  

The aim of the Trademark Law Treaty (TLT) is to standardize and streamline national and regional 
trademark registration procedures. This is achieved through the simplification and  harmonization of 
certain features of those procedures, thus making trademark applications and the administration of 
trademark registrations in multiple jurisdictions less complex and more predictable.  

4. SINGAPORE TREATY  

The objective of the Singapore Treaty is to create a modern and dynamic international framework for  
the harmonization of administrative trademark registration procedures. Building on the Trademark Law  
Treaty of 1994 (TLT), the Singapore Treaty has a wider scope of application and addresses more recent  
developments in the field of communication technologies.  

5. BUDAPEST TREATY   



The main feature of the Treaty is that a contracting State which allows or requires the deposit of  
microorganisms for the purposes of patent procedure must recognize, for such purposes, the deposit of  
a microorganism with any "international depositary authority", irrespective of whether such authority is  
on or outside the territory of the said State.   

PROPOSEd AddITIOnAl IP TREATIES TO bE SIgnEd In ThE COMIng MOnThS  

6. PATENT COOPERATION TREATY  

The Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) makes it possible to seek patent protection for an invention 
simultaneously in each of a large number of countries by filing an "international" patent application. 
Such an application may be filed by anyone who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State. It  
may generally be filed with the national patent office of the Contracting State of which the applicant is 
a national or resident or, at the applicant's option, with the International Bureau of WIPO in Geneva.  

7. HAGUE AGREEMENT  

The Hague Agreement governs the international registration of industrial designs. First adopted in  
1925, the Agreement effectively establishes an international system – the Hague System – that  
allows industrial designs to be protected in multiple countries or regions with minimal formalities.   

8. WIPO COPYRIGHT TREATY  

The WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) is a special agreement under the Berne Convention which deals  
with the protection of works and the rights of their authors in the digital environment. In addition to the  
rights recognized by the Berne Convention, they are granted certain economic rights. The Treaty also  
deals with two subject matters to be protected by copyright: (i) computer programs, whatever the mode  
or form of their expression; and (ii) compilations of data or other material ("databases").   

9. WIPO PERFORMANCES & PHONOGRAMS TREATY  

The WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT) deals with the rights of two kinds of  
beneficiaries, particularly in the digital environment: (i) performers (actors, singers, musicians, etc.);  
and (ii) producers of phonograms (persons or legal entities that take the initiative and have the  
responsibility for the fixation of sounds).   



10.ROME CONVENTION 
The Rome Convention secures protection in performances for performers, in phonograms for producers  
of phonograms and in broadcasts for broadcasting organizations. WIPO is responsible for the 
administration of the convention jointly with the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 


